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Pellet for Herbivores 

Introduction 
 

During 2008 we have been developing two new diets to feed captively held herbivores. The philosophy behind these products is to provide the animal 
a diet which is close to their natural diet that fulfills their needs. Both diets contain a portion of African Bush Fibre imported from South-Africa. 
 

Due to intensive grazing by cattle, large areas of the savannah ecosystems in Southern Africa are disturbed. Grasses are over-grazed, and seeds of 
woody plant species such as Acacia-species and Dychrostachys cinerea get good chances to develop. Subsequently, grasses struggle to recover, and 
can not compete with the bushes for water and nutrients. During the last decades open savannahs changed into bush encroached areas with bare top 
soils. Problems such as soil erosion also arise. Bush encroachment is a huge problem on many wildlife ranches in Southern Africa. 
 

Leaves, branches, and seeds of these bushes compose the natural diet of many savannah animals. A South-African company removes the surplus 
bushes and trees from the wildlife ranches and shreds it into a fine substrate. This substrate is used as an ingredient for our diets.  
 

In cooperation with Kasper Faunafood and zoo nutritionists, Kiezebrink International has managed to produce two nutritio-
nally balanced diets based on African ingredients and on the most recent literature. The diets have been tested in various 
species of animals in Safaripark Beekse Bergen, a large animal park in the Netherlands. The diets were readily accepted 
and the quality of the droppings improved.  

Natural Browser Pellet 
 

Our Natural Browser Pellet is especially designed for browsing animals 
in captivity. This product is available in 6 mm and in 10 mm pellets. 
 

Nutritional Benefits 

• Nutritionally balanced 

• Contains a high proportion of African Bush Fibre (22%) 

• High level of pectine and fermentation fibers 

• Low in starch (< 5,5%) 

• Contains a rumen pH-stabilizer 

• Accepted by various browsers 
 

Analyses 

Ingredients 
African Bush Fibre, sugarbeet pulp, sunflower seed extracted, soyabe-
an hulls, alfalfameal, soya, cane molasses, wheat, linseed expeller, 
linseed, soya oil, vitamin/mineral premix, sodium bicarbonate. 
 

Feeding guide 
Ideal for a wide range of browsing animals such as giraffe, kudu, bongo, 
okapi, moose and reindeer. We advise to feed at least 0,5% of body 
weight to animals > 50 kg and at least 1% to animals < 50 kg. Offer high 
quality Alfalfa hay and fresh browse at a level to provide the bulk of the 
diet. 

Crude protein     %        15,2 
Crude fat     %          5,1 
Crude fibre     %          24,6 
NDF      %        41,9 
ADF      %        30,1 
ADL      %          7,1 
Ash      %          8,1 
Moisture     %        10,1 
Starch      %          5,5 
Sugar      %          5,9 
 
     

Minerals    
Calcium         %           0,99 
Phosphorus         %           0,44 
Selenium      mg/kg        0,79 
Zinc       mg/kg      73,93 
 

Vitamins 
Vitamin A      IU/kg      14.200 
Vitamin D3        IU/kg        2.200 
Vitamin E      IU/kg           375 
Biotin       µg/kg       343,0 

Natural Grazer Pellet 
 

Our Natural Grazer Pellet is especially designed for grazing animals in 
captivity. This product is available in 6 mm pellets. 
 

Nutritional Benefits 

• Nutritionally balanced 

• Contains African Bush Fibre (5%) 

• Contains a rumen pH-stabilizer 

• Accepted by various grazers 

• High level of fibre optimises digestion 

and reduces soft droppings 
 

Analyses 

Ingredients 
Alfalfa meal, grass meal, linseed expeller, barley, wheat, maize, African 
Bush Fibre, cane molasses, linseed, sunflower seed extracted, potato 
starch, vitaminmineral premix, sodium bicarbonate. 
 

Feeding guide 
Ideal for a wide range of grazing animals such as wildebeest, buffalo, 
blesbok, gemsbok, waterbok and bison. We advise to feed at least 
0,5% of body weight to animals > 50 kg and at least 1% to animals < 50 
kg. Offer fresh grass and/or high quality grass hay at a level to provide 
the bulk of the diet. 

Crude protein     %        14,2 
Crude fat     %          4,8 
Crude fibre     %          16,1 
NDF      %        28,1 
ADF      %        18,2 
ADL      %          5,5 
Ash      %          9,8 
Moisture     %        10,2 
Starch      %        19,9 
Sugar      %          2,9 
 
     

Minerals    
Calcium          %           1,62 
Phosphorus          %           0,56 
Selenium      mg/kg        0,50 
Zinc       mg/kg    148,18 
 

Vitamins 
Vitamin A      IU/kg      14.000 
Vitamin D3        IU/kg        2.500 
Vitamin E      IU/kg           400 
Biotin       µg/kg       750,0 

Browsers and Grazers 
 

Ruminants can be grouped into grazers, intermediate feeders and browsers, according to their gastro-intestinal tract and their feeding strategy.  
 

Grazers generally eat lots of grass species with a low nutritional value and a high level of low digestible fibres compared to browse. High amounts of 
easy digestible sugars can cause gastro intestinal disturbance, but grazers are good at digesting starch, which is found in grains (grass seeds). There 
are only a few grazers that graze exclusively. Most grazing animals will take some browse from time to time. For this reason the new Natural Grazer 
pellet contains a portion of African Bush Fibre. Grazing animals in captivity are often fed with concentrates low in fibre, what could result in poor quality 
droppings. The new Natural Grazer pellet contains 16 % crude fibre in order to stimulate the digestive tract in a natural way. Keep in mind that this 
product contains a level of copper that might be toxic to certain herbivores such as sheep and lamas. 
 

Browsers eat leaves, flowers, fruits, seeds, and more woody plant parts such as twigs and branches. The cell contents of these plant parts contain 
highly nutritious and highly digestible fibres. The cell walls of the woody plant parts consist of lignified fibres with a very low digestibility. Typical Brows-
ers won’t eat grasses. High amounts of starch can cause gastro intestinal disturbances. The new Natural Browser pellet contains a high portion of 
African Bush Fibre to achieve a high level of crude fibre. The level of starch is maximal 5,5%. 
 

Intermediate feeders are herbivores that can eat both grasses and leaves. They are not strictly intermediate between the grazers and browsers but 
they have the  ability to adapt in different seasons and places towards one or another of the above two feeding types. These animal species can be 
fed with a mixture of the Natural Browser pellet and the Natural Grazer pellet. The ratio can be adjusted per animal species to approach their natural 
diet as close as possible. A mixture would be suitable for animals such as impala, eland antelope, springbok, hartebeest and sable antelope. 


